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FOREWORD

Exam preparation is a vital period for candidates who wish to obtain an internationally recog-
nised certificate, specifically the IELTS one. Such candidates will find it less stressful if they can
have relevant and beneficial materials in hand. Basic IELTS - Listening, Reading, Speaking, and
Writing have, consequently, been designed to meet your demand.

Basic IELTS series aim at
« providing IELTS candidates with a basic English language ability,
« enlarging candidates’ stock of vocabulary, and
« giving candidates insight into the social life and culture of the English-speaking communities.

Basic IELTS series are suitable for those who want to achieve a band score of 4 — 5+ in the
IELTS test. They are also practical materials for high school students, students of pre-inter-
mediate level, and for those who want to build up a solid foundation in their English language
competence.

The main features of this series of books are as follows:
v Designed in accordance with the content, format and objectives of the IELT'S test
v’ Reflecting the updated IELTS question types
v Meeting the demand and expectations of the focused candidates
v Containing authentic, interesting, and rewarding materials

As far as Basic IELTS Speaking is concerned, it is arranged into three parts with a total of five
chapters whose themes centre upon different kinds of questions in each part of the IELTS
Speaking test. Especially, varied and well-designed tasks which are typical in the IELTS Speak-
ing test are provided so as to facilitate actual tests in the most effective way. Moreover, lists of
Useful Words and Expressions provided with their phonetic symbols added below Dialogue
Study aim at helping you not only to improve your pronunciation but to give you a chance to
check their meanings as well. It is said that the more time you spend on looking up new words,
the better you can understand and use them. In addition, Useful Sentence Structures enable
you to accurately express yourself in English. Last but not least, a table of key to the exercises is
presented so that you can use them to check your work and see your progress day by day.

Basic IELTS Speaking certainly meets the need of candidates who will sit the Academic Module,
but General Training Module candidates can also find it very beneficial.

On completion of Basic IELTS Speaking, you will be able to
» do typical tasks in the IELTS Speaking test,
« apply useful tips and techniques in answering questions of the IELTS test,
o be well prepared for gaining a higher score in your actual exam, and
o achieve your desired band score in the near future. -

Hopefully, you will find Basic IELTS Speaking truly helpful and rewarding, and you can eventu-
ally achieve your desired goal.

Zhang Juan — Alison Wong
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IELTS OVERVIEW

I. The IELTS Test

IELTS, the International English Language Testing System, was introduced in 1989. It is an
English language proficiency test that is required to be taken by non-native students for studying
in countries where the medium of instruction is English. It is now used for this purpose around
the globe.

The IELTS is managed by three main institutions: the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia
and the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (Cambridge ESOL). This is important to
understand in order to prepare for what is essentially an examination of British and not American
English.

Depending on the course of study that is planned to take, candidates must select to sit either the
Academic IELTS test or the General Training IELTS test. This choice must be made when apply-
ing to sit the test.

Academic Module

The Academic IELTS test is necessary for candidates who plan to study at universities (under-
graduate or postgraduate courses), and will test the candidates’ ability both to understand and to
use complex academic language.

General Training Module

The General Training Module of IELTS is for students seeking entry to a secondary school or
to vocational training courses, and also for those who wish to apply for immigration to countries
such as Canada, Australia, or New Zealand.

IELTS is not recommended for candidates under the age of 16.

II. The IELTS Test Format

There are four sub-tests to the IELTS test: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. Can-
didates must sit all four sub-tests. While all candidates take the same Listening and Speaking
tests, they sit different Reading and Writing tests, depending on whether they have selected the
Academic IELTS test or the General Training IELTS test. These two do not carry the same weight
and are not interchangeable.

The first three sub-tests — Listening, Reading, and Writing — must be completed in one day.
There is no break between the sub-tests. The Speaking test may be taken, at the discretion of the
test centre, in the period of seven days before or after the other sub-tests of the IELTS test.
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An Overview of the IELTS Speaking Test

The candidate has an optional 1 minute in order to prepare for his/her talk, and is
provided with some paper and a pencil in order to make some brief notes. After the
candidate’s talk, the examiner will ask 1 or 2 brief questions in order to finish off this part
which takes about 3 - 4 minutes.

Part 3: Part 3 is the most complex part of the IELTS Speaking test. Here, the examiner
will prompt and lead the candidate with a series of questions on the topic spoken about
in Part 2. For example, in Part 2 you may have to describe a favourite teacher, and in Part
3, you may have to discuss education in your country. These questions will be more
demanding and require some critical analysis on the part of the candidate. The examiner
is still in control, but must allow the candidate to produce longer utterances or discuss
the questions. The candidate will be scored on how effectively he/she can develop the
abstract ideas on the IELT' test. These questions and discussions may take 4 or 5 minutes.

Note that in Part 1 of the Speaking test, questions cannot be changed or reworded. In Part
3, there is more flexibility. If the candidate does not understand a word in the question, or the
question itself, it is possible to ask for repetition or clarification.

Overall, try to stick to the topic on this specific part of the IELTS test. This is the section
where the examiner will really want to get an understanding of your knowledge. Be sure to use
proper grammar and accents when appropriate.

2. Examiners and the Test Room

(@) The examiner

The examiner interviewing you during the IELTS test is trained to assess your spoken Eng-
lish against IELTS criteria. Examiners can come from any country where English is spoken as a
native language. They are all professional teachers with advanced degrees. They have received
specific IELTS training to make sure they judge you fairly and honestly.

@ The test date

The IELTS Speaking test might not even be held on the same day as the other parts of the
test. This is because there will usually be a large number of candidates sitting the test, and there
is not enough time for everyone to have their individual speaking test on the same day. Whether
or not your IELTS Speaking test will be held on the same day will depend on when and where
you are sitting your IELTS test. You can find out more information about the dates when you
book your test with the IELTS test centre. You will be informed of the time and place of your
Speaking test by the test centre at least 72 hours prior to the test date.

® The test room

You are not allowed to take anything into the test room — everything you need will be pro-
vided — except that you must remember to take your identification. It has to be the same means
of identification that you registered with. Unfortunately, some candidates have been refused
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Basic IELTS Speaking

admission to the test room because they registered with their national ID card, but did not have
it with them on the test day!

The IELTS Speaking test is in fact an interview in which each candidate is interviewed
individually. In the test room, on the examiner’s desk are test materials, score-recorded sheets
of paper, pens, an audiocassette or a digital recorder and tapes or CDs. The IELTS Speaking
interview will be recorded. Recording the interview has a number of benefits. This is done so
that, if necessary, the Speaking test can be remarked. If the bands for a candidate’s Writing and
Speaking tests, for instance, are very different, then the candidate’s test is re-checked. If the
oral interview was not recorded, then this could not be done. This does not happen very often.

Sample recordings are also sent to the IELTS administration to be monitored to make sure
that examiners are doing a good job and assigning the correct bands. So, try to forget that the
recorder is there and get on with answering the questions.

3. Marking Criteria

When marking the speaking category, examiners use detailed performance descriptors which
describe spoken performance at each of the 9 IELTS bands. Examiners award a band score for
each of the following four criterion areas:

1. Fluency and Coherence

2. Lexical Resource

3. Grammatical Range and Accuracy
4. Pronunciation

Fluency refers to speaking continuously without stopping, and Coherence means organis-
ing speech in a logical way. Lexical Resource refers to using words which are varied and appro-
priate for the subject. Grammatical Range and Accuracy refers to the use of correct grammar
and variation of grammatical usage. Pronunciation refers to speaking in a manner which is
easily understood.

These four criteria are weighed equally. The examiner gives you a whole-number sub-score
for each of these, and then calculates the average of the four.

4. Band Score

The IELTS Speaking test is marked on a scale of 1 — 9. Most universities require a score of
6.0 — 6.5 for entrance; however, this varies according to country and university.

You do not need to be an absolutely fluent speaker of English to get a reasonable IELTS
speaking score. The examiner will be looking for your ability to use a range of vocabulary and
grammar in a way that is clear and understandable. Both whole and half band scores, such as
6.5, are given for the Speaking test. If the average score is not a whole number or a half number,
it is rounded to the nearest whole number or half number.
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An Overview of the IELTS Speaking Test

A band score for each of the four criterion areas is as follows:

Band 9 — Expert user

Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete
understanding.

Band 8 — Very good user

Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies
and inappropriateness. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex de-
tailed argumentation well.

Band 7 — Good user

Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappro-
priateness and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles complex language well
and understands detailed reasoning.

Band 6 — Competent user

Has generally effective command of the language despite some occasional inaccuracies, inappro-
priateness and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly
in familiar situations.

Band 5 — Modest user

Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most situations, though
is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.

Band 4 — Limited user

Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in understanding and
expression. Is not able to use complex language.

Band 3 — Extremely limited user

Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns
in communication occur.

Band 2 — Intermittent user

No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using isolated words or
short formulae in familiar situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty in under-
standing spoken and written English.

Band 1 — Non user
Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated words.

Band 0 — Did not attempt the test
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Basic IELTS Speaking

Unit2 How to Prepare for the IELTS Speaking Test

1. Enhance Your English Communication Skills

Expose yourself to everyday topics as often discussed in newspapers or on radio and TV
programmes. Make it your habit to read newspaper and magazine articles, particularly those
that discuss issues and contain arguments and opinions. Also, listen to radio discussions and
watch TV interview programmes on current affairs. Not only does this give you some excellent
listening practice, but it will build your background knowledge for the issues that may come up
in both the Speaking and the Writing tests. Choose an issue and record all the vocabulary you
will need to discuss that issue — note words raised in the news articles or programmes on TV,
radio, newspapers. Try to do one of these every day. When you consider an issue, decide what
would be your position on the issue, especially the steps you will need to take to reach your
desired position, and how you would overcome any possible problems in discussing it.

Be prepared to use descriptive and comparative language. Practise using conditional sen-
tences to discuss, for instance, hypothetical issues from a broad or world view: “If the world

economy becomes more global, all nations will lose their cultural independence.” or “If the leaders of the
world were to spend more money on the poor, many of the problems of global conflict would be resolved.”

Be ready to use a good range of tenses and a variety of grammatical structures, for instance,

to speculate on what may be possible in the future:

Examiner: What future role do you see for music in society?

Candidate: Well, I'd (or I've) always hoped that all the peoples of the world could benefit by
sharing their common experience of music. In the past, there have been many examples of
musicians joining forces to raise awareness of global issues that result from famine or human
rights abuses.

Or: If different cultures could see the common features of music in other countries, they may
be less fearful of each other and understand one another’s cultures better.

2. Prepare yourself
Look your best

Although people are not supposed to judge the book by its cover’, some people uncon-
sciously tend to do that. If you do not look credible enough, they may not even start listening
to what you have to say. You do not need to wear gowns or tuxedos, but simply wear clothes
fit for the occasion. Your clothes should be neat and free of wrinkles, not too loud that people
would rather stare at it than you. You should be pleasant-looking, not only paying attention to
your clothes but your faces and gestures as well.
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How to Prepare for the IELTS Speaking Test

@) Be humble

You should admit your mistakes during your talk, and apologise for those mistakes. There
are times you may forget a certain term. Instead of pausing for a long time or using a word you
are not sure of, it is better to ask your examiner. The examiner would appreciate your humility,
and even relate to you more because they know you are just like them — a human capable of
making mistakes and forgetting things.

@ Be self-confident

It is understandable that you will be under considerable tension created by the examination
situation. Almost everyone is nervous when they speak in public or in testing situations. High
levels of anxiety can, in fact, affect a candidate’s performance. However, much of this anxiety
can be overcome by good preparation, familiarity with test details and a positive attitude.

You should believe in what you are saying. If you do not sound convinced by what you say,
you cannot expect anyone to believe it. It is important that you are relaxed when taking this
test. Nevertheless, take a deep breath, and try to look self-assured. The examiner is trying to
assess your language communication capabilities. He/She will not be able to assess you unless
you speak up.

3. Commonly-Seen Problems in the IELTS Speaking Test
Giving short answers

If you just give answers with only “Yes” or “No”, which are too short, you cannot convince
the examiner of your ability of English. Here, you should demonstrate your skills in providing
extended answers rather than just an outright YES/NO, or other similar one-word answers.
For example:

E: What do you find most difficult in your studies?
C: English.

E: Have you done much travelling in your life?
C: Yes, I travelled a lot.

Answer in complete sentences! Develop your answers as much as possible. Speak more than
the examiner. For example:

E: What do you find most difficult in your studies?

C: I would say, English. It is very hard for me to memorise new words and I am too shy to
speak out in class. It has always been difficult for me to communicate in English while my
classmates are doing a lot better.

Keep talking until the examiner interrupts you or goes to the next question. If you need
time to think, say something like “That’s an interesting question.” or just repeat the question in a
form like “You’d like me to tell you about (topic).”.

www.nhantriviet.com 13
Instagram and Telegram: @PDFEnglish



Basic IELTS Speaking

Using broad generalisations

Some candidates give too many broad generalisations when giving answers. In addition,
some others frequently use the expression such as when listing, which both takes time and
expresses nonsense. Avoid trying to create an impression on the examiner with big words that
you may use incorrectly. Instead, use simple words to discuss complex ideas; try to present your
viewpoint and then explain it; or you can give some specific examples, arguments, or causes and
effects. In brief, you should make use of the time to show your oral ability of English. Speak
with simplicity and sincerity!

This is an example of a broad generalisation:

E: Are you busy with your work?

C: Yes, I am very busy. Every day I have to work in the office for about 13 hours. Sometimes,
I even have to work during public holidays such as the Spring Festival, National Day, May
Day, and so on.

To answer this question satisfactorily, you ought to give specific examples and explain how
busy you are, for example:

E: Are you busy with your work?

C: Yes, [ am quite busy with my work. Every day I have to complete a few tasks like checking
the daily work of our department, writing reports and planning for the market. No one
knows how much time all these tasks take and what else will come up. Most of the time, I
have to work around 13 hours a day.

Use examples from your own life. These you can speak about more easily than stories you
have made up or read somewhere else. Try to relax and enjoy the experience of telling the
interviewer as much interesting information about yourself as you can.

(@ Mentioning complex subjects

When giving answers, you should not try in vain to express ideas or concepts that you do
not really understand. For example, as far as your hobbies are concerned, you may avoid talking
about belly dance — a new form of exercise — even though it is what you actually do in your free
time. The test is designed to give you an ample chance to answer a variety of questions. It does
not matter if all the things that you say are not true. In brief, focus on what you know rather
than on what you do not know while you are doing the test.

Getting stuck on vocabulary

If you get stuck on vocabulary, try to describe what you mean. Do not sit there knitting your
brow and allowing the tension to rise. “Oh, the word I'm looking for has slipped my mind.” is a good
phrase to introduce a description if you cannot remember it. If you get utterly lost, say something
like, “I'm afraid I've talked myself into a corner. Let me start over.”, or better “I don’t think I should
continve with this. Let me say it in a different way.”, and start answering the question in another way.
Sometimes, you can use some fillers like Well, Mm, Let me see, Give me one moment, ctc. You
can also use a phrase or a sentence to express yourself if you cannot find out the right word at the
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How to Prepare for the IELTS Speaking Test

right time. For instance, concerning the safety of eating vegetables, if possible, you can talk like this:

C: We eat different vegetables every day. I don’t think that some vegetables are safe because of
the insecticide on them.

Insecticide means a chemical for killing insects, especially those that damage plants or crops. If you
do not know this accurate term, you can express yourself as follows:

C: We eat different vegetables every day. But sometimes they are not safe because of the chem-
ical stuff farmers spray on them to kill the insects.

® Giving rote answers

Remember that this is not a test of knowledge, and there is no single answer. Do not
memorise set responses! If you do, it will sound false and come across as if you are making a
speech! You need to sound natural all through the test.

Therefore, do not learn chunks of answers. The examiner is trained to spot this and will
change the questions. Try to give your opinion by developing your answers as much as possible
and speak more than the examiner.

® Using incorrect tenses or personal pronouns

Incorrect tenses or confusing personal pronouns are often used by candidates in the Speak-
ing test. You might be asked to describe past situations; you, therefore, have to make sure you
are using the right past forms of verbs. Look at this example:

E: Can you tell me something about your mother?

C: My mother is very kind to me. When I was a child, she take good care... sorry... took good

care of me. At that time, he worked... she worked in a hospital.

These mistakes can be overcome by practising at home, recording your answers onto a
recorder and listen again to self-correct them. It is important to speak English as much and as
often as you can while preparing for the IELTS test.

@ Paying too much attention to grammar and pronunciation

Many non-native speakers about to attend an IELT'S interview are understandably worried
about making mistakes in their grammar and pronunciation; they, thus, cannot communicate
effectively. The examiner will expect some mistakes — after all, English is a foreign language for
you, and people make mistakes in speaking foreign languages. Therefore, do not worry about
occasional mistakes. Get on with the talking and concentrate on your communication.

Showing off knowledge

As with the Writing test, do not show off. Some candidates consider the interview as a way
of showing the examiner what they know. Remember that this is not a test of knowledge. In
the Speaking test, IELTS candidates are assessed on their performance in an interview; that is,
you will be assessed on your ability to communicate effectively, and to take the initiative in a
conversation. Hence, concentrate on what you are saying rather than trying to show off your
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Basic IELTS Speaking

knowledge: focus on the common ideas and themes of what you are saying to the examiner.
For example, for the following question on how to solve the problem of pollution, it neither is of
a technical nature nor requires any specialist knowledge. You might, in this case, respond by
organising your personal thoughts and points to give your opinion on what is asked:

E: What can the government do to solve the problem of pollution?

C: First of all, I think that the law and regulations should be clearly stipulated and followed
strictly. Next, it is better to demolish small factories along the rivers unless they guarantee
that no waste will be dumped into the water without first being purified. Then, more envir-
onmentally friendly products should be encouraged. For example, the government should
find a way to encourage people to use fewer disposable plastic bags. People can be educated
to be fully aware of the importance of protecting the environment. On the whole, I think
that there is a lot the government can do. This is what I can think of right now.
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Basic IELT'S Speaking

Unit 1 How to Prepare for Part 1
of the IELTS Speaking Test

1. An Overview of Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test

The IELTS Speaking test consists of three sections involving one candidate with one exam-
iner and an audio recorder to “capture” your performance. Part 1 is known as Introduction and
Interview. In this section, the examiner asks the candidate for an introduction. This first section
of the IELTS Speaking exam lasts about 4 - 5 minutes and gives the examiner the chance to find
out a little about you through some simple ‘getting-to-know-you’ questions.

Firstly, the examiner will talk onto the audio recorder: “This is the Speaking module for the
International English Language Testing System conducted on X (day/month/year) at X (name of the

test centre). The candidate is X. Candidate number is X and the interviewer is X.” He/She then intro-
duces himself/herself, and next, asks you basic questions about yourself and asks to see your
identification, which will help the examiner find out a little about you and help put you at ease:

— My name is John. Can you tell me your full name, please?

— Thank you. What can I call you?

— Where are you from?

— May I see your identification, please?

— Well, first of all, I'd like to ask you some questions about yourself.

Next, the examiner will pose a series of questions about your life such as your home town,
your studies, your likes and dislikes, your hobbies or family, etc. For example:

— What subject do you study?

~ What are you going to do after your studies?
— Have you travelled a lot in your life?

— What kind of places would you like to visit?
-~ How much time do you spend with friends?

— What kind of friends do you prefer?
— Is friendship very important in your life and why?

2. Preparing for Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test

When entering the test room, you should greet the examiner. Below is a list of typical ex-
pressions of greeting;:

Hi.

Hello.

Good morning.
Good afternoon.
Nice to meet you.
Pleased to meet you.

18 www.nhantriviet.com
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How to Prepare for Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test

This is also your chance to get off to a good start! So, remember to display your best ability.

What is being tested is your ability to

» provide full and relevant answers to all questions. Avoid giving short, uncommunicative
replies to closed questions. (These are questions beginning with ‘Have you ...", ‘Do you ...’,
Is it ..., etc. which can be answered by a single word, a yes or no, or a couple-of~words
answer.)

« give longer responses to some open-ended questions (an open-ended question beginning
with a Wh-word asks the candidate to give an extended answer); hence, you have the
opportunity to show how good your English is, and give information by describing and
explaining.

3. A Sample of Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test
E: Examiner C: Candidate :

(The examiner has been well prepared, and the candidate has just come in.)
Good morning.

Good morning,

I’m John. Can you tell me your full name, please?

My name is Li Juan.

Thank you. How shall I call you?

You can just call me Juan.

May I see your identification, please?

Here you are.

Thank you. Now, first of all, I’d like to ask you some questions about yourself.

OK.

What part of the country are you from?

I am from Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan Province. It is located in southwest China,
famous for many historical sites.

52

What do you like most about Chengdu?

Well, there is so much I like about my home town. What I like the most, probably, is the
food, I think. As you might know, food there is cheap and delicious.

E: Let’s move on to talk about travelling. Do you travel a lot in your life?

C: Well, not a lot although I like travelling very much. Since I just graduated from university a
couple of years ago, I do not make enough money to visit as many places as I wish. Normally
I probably travel once every two years, usually in the summer.

E: What kind of places would you like to visit?

www.nhantriviet.com 19
Instagram and Telegram: @PDFEnglish



Basic IELTS Speaking

C: I always prefer nature more to historical places. The most exciting thing for me in travelling is

to be close to nature. So, the places I like the most are usually mountains, beaches, forests, etc.

: OK. We will talk about friends now. How much time do you spend with friends?

: Ilove friends. I don’t have much spare time, but I normally meet once or twice a week with

friends for meals or sometimes at weekends for small trips. I feel so relaxed with my friends.

¢ What kind of friends do you prefer?

C: 1 like friends who share the same interests with me and who can listen and discuss with me

about the problems I have with my work. We can spend time together having fun, and dur-
ing difficult times, we can also turn to each other for help.

: Is friendship very important to you and why?

: Yes, friends are quite important in my life. As the saying goes, “A friend in need is a friend

indeed.”. True friends are really treasures. You will know how important friends are, especially
when you have difficult moments in life. The comfort brought by friends is very essential. At
the same time, you will also realise how important friends are during times of joy and success.

4. Frequently-Asked Questions for Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking

Cities and Countries

Test ©b o1.mp3

Which part of your country do most people live in?

Can you tell me about the main industries in your country?

Is it easy to travel around your country?

Do you think your country has changed a lot since you were a child?
Do you know something about the history of your home town?

Are there any interesting places I can visit?

What do you like the most about living in your home town?

Can you compare your home town with big modern cities like Beijing?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in your home town?
Can you describe the city where you live now?

Are there any things you dislike about the city?

How would you improve the city where you live?

What do you do?

Why did you choose this job?

What is your routine work?

Tell me about a typical working day.

What do you like or dislike about your job?

Do you like your job? If you don’t, what kind of job would you prefer?
Do you have any plans to change your job in the future?
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What subject do you study?

Why did you choose this subject?

What do you like most about your studies?

Are there any things you dislike about your studies?

What do you find most difficult in your studies?

What kind of qualifications or certificates do you hope to get?
What do you hope to do after graduation?

Childhood

Where did you grow up?

What is a good place for children to grow up?

Where did you usually play?

Who is the most important person in your childhood?

Is childhood now different from the time when you were a child?

Do you enjoy watching films?

How often do you watch films?

What kind of films do you like to watch?

Do people generally prefer watching films at home or in the cinema?
Would you like to be in a film?

Public Transport

What kind of public transport is available where you live?
What kind of public transport do you use most often?

What problems are there with public transport where you live?
How would you improve public transport where you live?

Do you prefer to use public or private transport?

Tell me about some of the animals in your country.
Which animals do you like?
Tell me some of the ways animals are used in your country (e.g. agriculture).

How do people in your country usually feel about animals?
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Who does the main food and household shopping in your family?
What kind of shopping do you usually do?

What kinds of shops do you prefer?

What time of day do you prefer to go shopping?

What is the worst thing about shopping?

Housework

Who usually does the housework, e.g. cooking and cleaning, where you live?

How is the housework shared in your family?

What do you think is the most important household task?

Do you have any ideas about how housework has changed in recent years in your country?
Do you enjoy housework and what kind of housework do you like?

Food and Restaurants

What kinds of food do you like?

Is there any food you don’t like?

Do you usually cook at home?

Are there any special occasions when people in your country go to a restaurant?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of eating in restaurants?

When do you have free time?

What do you like doing in your free time?

What activities are most popular in the place where you live?

Do you think that free time is important in people’s lives?

Would you like to spend your free time with friends or with family?

g Sehools

Which middle school did you study in?

Is it close to your home? How did you get to school every day?
What did you like the best about that school?

Is there anything you didn’t like about your school?

If you were the president of the school, what changes would you like to make’
What did you think of the teachers there?
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Hobbies/Entertainment

Do you have any hobbies?

How did you become interested in that?

How much time do you spend on that?

Do you prefer relaxing at home or going out in the evening?
When you go out for the evening, what would you like to do?
Is there any kind of entertainment you dislike?

Why do you think that people have hobbies?

Do you like travelling?

How often do you travel and why?

What kinds of places are you most interested in and why?

What places have you enjoyed visiting and why?

What do you normally do when you are in a new place?

Which do you prefer: travelling by yourself or with friends, and why?
What does travelling mean to yow?

What are the special days celebrated in your country?
What do you think is the most important festival in your country?
In what way do people celebrate the festival?

Do people prepare any special food for the occasion?

Which do people prefer, to spend it with family or with friends?
How did people celebrate the festival in the past?

How has the way been changed and why?

Do you think that it is important to have festivals?

What kind of people can be your friends?
How do you make friends?

How much time do you spend with friends?

What do you normally do with your friends?

Do you prefer to spend more time with friends or with family?
Would you rather have one close friend or many common friends?
How important is friendship to you?

When you have trouble, do you turn to friends or family?
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L: Yes, there are a couple of places I would highly suggest that you visit, but the best time to
come is in the winter time! There’s skiing on the Changbai Mountains, skating along the
Songhua River and a special ice lantern sculpture festival too! Did you also know that Jilin is
known for its deer antlers — you know, for medicinal purposes. Anyway, I could go on and
on about my home town! What about Hangzhou? What are the interesting places to visit? 1
bet there are a lot of tourists each year.

W: Yes, Hangzhou is usually full of tourists. Everybody knows that the area around the West
Lake is really beautiful, and there are a lot of famous sites there, too. You should see the
West Lake during the moonlight! It’s so beautiful! Especially during the Autumn Moon
Festival! I really miss my home town.

L: Me, too. There’s really no place like home! What do you miss the most about your home town?

W: You mean besides my mother’s cooking? Well, I suppose it would be walking along the West
Lake during a misty morning or a beautiful sunset. What do you miss about Changchun?

L: My family! I have a lot of aunts and uncles and cousins living in Changchun. ’'m the only
one who lives outside of Changchun.

W: Wow! I can’t even imagine being on my own like that! That must have been really hard at
first.

L: Yes, it really was. When I first moved to Beijing, my cousins were really envious. They
thought that Beijing was obviously better than Changchun, because it is the capital of
China. In fact, I thought so too at first, but now I don’t think that as much.

W: What do you mean?

L: I mean that there are definitely some similarities, like both are modern capital cities. But as
the centre of education, culture and politics, Beijing is definitely more exciting. There are
many opportunities to grow and learn. Living in Beijing, you can easily watch a variety of
international standard performances and you will be better informed.

W: But it sounds like you think Beijing is better than Changchun.

L: Let me finish. There are definitely more opportunities in Beijing, but I still think that Chang-
chun is a much friendlier place. People are not so busy and their lives are not so hectic. Any-
way, that’s just my opinion. Do you think Beifing is a better place to live in than Hangzhou?

W: No, not really. I think that Hangzhou is much more beautiful than Beijing. In my opin-
ion, Beijing is developing too rapidly, so pollution has become a big problem. You know
how everyone complains about all the cars on the road, too. Traffic jams are so common
that if you don’t meet one when you’re travelling, you feel that something must be wrong!
Another thing about Beijing is that there are many modern buildings, but the city has lost
some beauty. Much of the history of Beijing is hidden now, after lots of the old houses were
demolished, except for some of the tourist sites.

L: That’s a shame. What about Hangzhou? What kind of history does Hangzhou have?
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W: Hangzhou was founded about 2,200 years ago in the Qin Dynasty. It was also the capital
city for the Song Dynasty, and it has always been famous for its natural beauty. Now Hang-
zhou is known as a place for silk and for longjing tea.

&

You’ve convinced me to go! I'll have to visit Hangzhou someday soon! Say, I've got to go.

I’'m sorry, we didn’t even introduce ourselves to each other. 'm Li Chen.

Yes, definitely! Take care!

Bye!

I'm Wang Xiao. I've enjoyed chatting with you.
Thanks, me too. We'll have to get together another time.

Useful Words and Expressions

Locatlon b

close to /’klavs tu/ exp not far in position
next to /'nekst tu/ exp beside

northeast / no:0'izst/ n [U the direction which is
between north and east

northwest / no:0'west/ n [U] the direction which
is between north and west

southeast /,sav'i:st/ n [U] the direction which is
between south and east

southwest / saof'west/ n [U] the direction which
" is between south and west

clear /klia/ adj (skies) not cloudy
cloudy /'klav.di/ adj with clouds
fair /fear/ adj (weather) pleasant and dry

foggy /'fog.i/ adj with fog
humid /'hjus.md/ adj (air and weather condi-

tions) containing extremely small drops of wa-
ter in the air

rainy /'reLni/ edj raining a lot
shower /'favar/ n [C] a short period of rain or
snow

stormy /'stormi/ adj with strong wind, heavy
rain or snow and often thunder and lightning

sunny /'san.i/ adj bright because of light from
the sun

windy /'win.di/ adj with a lot of wind

ambitious /zm'bif.as/ adj having a strong wish
to be successful, powerful or rich

average height /'ev.oridz hait/ n typical or nor-
mal tallness

build /bild/ n [C] the size and shape of a person’s

body
energetic / ,en.a'd3et.1k/ adj having a lot of energy

friendly /'frend.li/ adj behaving in a pleasant,
kind way towards someone

helpful /'help.fal/ adj willing to help, or useful

kind-hearted / kamnd'ha:.trd/ odj kind and gener-
ous

open-minded /,au.pan'main.did/ adj willing to
consider new ideas

. reserved /r1'z3: vd/ adj not talking about or show-

ing feelmgs

club /klab/n iC + singular or plural verb] a group
of people who do something together; the

-  place where they meet

convenient /ken'vizni, ant/ adj near or easy to
get to or use :

service /'s3.vis/ n [C] a system or organisation
that provides for a basic public need

transportation / treen.spo:'terfon/ n [U] the activ-
ity of moving people or things from one place

~ to another, or the system used for doing this

well-equipped / weli'kwipt/ adj with the neces-
sary equipment
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8.

9.

10.

the weather/Da Lat/ usually/ most beautiful/spring

Ha Dong/ famous for/silk

Ho Chi Minh City/ more modern/Tien Giang province

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

28

A

B:
A:

Hi there! I don’t think I know you! What’s your name? Where are you from?

Oh, I've heard of that place! But I think I might be confusing it with another place. Well, if you
don’t mind, could you tell me a bit about your home town?

: Well, first of all, my home town is located in

What are the people like? Is it true that they are generally quite tall?

No, that’s not true. In fact, most people in my home town are

: Oh, that’s not what I heard. I wonder where I got that idea! Tell me something about the

weather in your home town. If [ want to visit, when is the best time to come?

¢ The best season for visiting is

But, why isn’t it that good to visit during the other seasons?

People do visit it during the other seasons, but

: Are there very many places in your home town? What kind of role did your home town play

1n ancient Vietnam?

In ancient times, my home town was famous for

: That’s really interesting. I didn’t know that before. Are there any other interesting facts

about your home town?
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B: Of course! Most people don’t know that my home town is

A: What are the special products from your home town? Any special foods or clothes, or arts
and crafts?

-

A: What do you think is the biggest difference between your home town and Ho Chi Minh City?

A: Hey! Thanks for all the information! I think I'll go visit your home town on my next vacation!
Would you mind giving me your e-mail address so that I can keep in touch with you?

A: Thanks so much! I hope to see you again soon!

3. Look at the following table and think of words to compare your home town to Ho Chi Minh
City. Use as many different words as you can.

Size

Population

Location

Weather

Transportation system

People

Places to visit

Nightlife

4. Use the following chart to interview a friend.

Home town

Where are you from?
What is your home town?

Number of years in home town

How long have you lived in your home town?
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Dialogue Study

W: Wang Xiao; L: Li Chen
(Wang Xiao meets Li Chen, who is waiting to meet with their mutual friend, Zhang Juan. They start

chatting while they are waiting.)

W
L:

Hi, Li Chen! How nice to see you here!

Hi, Wang Xiao! I'm supposed to meet Zhang Juan at 12 o’clock. Actually, if you have a few
minutes, I'd like to ask you about your job.

Sure. What do you want to know?

Well, 'm thinking of looking for another job, but I want to find out as much information
about other jobs before I make a decision.

Sure, no problem. But let me ask you first. What do you do?

I work in a small computer company, mostly doing bookkeeping. It’s alright for now, but
I don’t really see myself working there long term.

W: But, why did you choose this job?

I guess I chose it because it was in my field, and the salary and benefits were quite good for
a new university graduate. I've been working there for almost two years now. But the work
is really not very interesting.

What do you mean? What do you do every day?

Well, every day I sit in front of a computer and enter data. Then, I check to make sure
everything is accurate. Occasionally, I'll get a chance to work on a special project. It’s not
exactly what I expected.

It sounds to me like you’re unhappy in your job. What job would you like to be doing?

I don’t know. Something more interesting, though. I'd prefer to work with other people
instead of being all alone in a room in front of a2 computer. Now let me ask you about your

job. What kind of work do you do?

I work in an import-export company. I'm responsible for making sure the orders are filled
properly, and contacting our customers in other countries to make sure they received their
orders and are satisfied with them.

That sounds interesting. Tell me about a typical day.

Each day is different from the next. Some days are really great, and everyone will be satis-
fied. Other days, it scems that everyone is complaining to me. Some days I'll be making
phone calls all day, taking orders, explaining our products, and talking with our overseas
customers. Other days, I'll be in the warehouse, making sure the orders are being filled.

It sounds very exciting to me. But, how do you like your job?

On the whole, I like it. But, there are some days when it is really tough.

: How did you get your job?
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W: I went to a job fair and had an interview with the import-export company. They were

interested in hiring me, but I wasn’t so sure. I also had an interview with a joint-venture

company that seemed more promising.

L: Why did you choose this job?

W: It was really hard to choose between the two offers. I think that basically, the job in the
import-export company looked more interesting, even though the starting salary was lower.

The joint-venture company offered a higher salary, but the chances to move up in the com-

pany did not seem very good.

L: Itlooks like you made the right choice! Do you think you’ll be working in the same job in 10

years’ time?

W: Quite possibly. I enjoy the challenges and feel that I am contributing to the company. 'm

satisfied with my job for now, and would not be surprised if I stayed for a long time.

L: That’s the kind of job I want to find. Wish me luck!

W: Good luck to you!

Useful Words and Expressions

achieve a goal /a'tfi:v & govl/ exp to get an aim
or a purpose

advertisement /ad'va.tis.mant/ n [C] a picture,
short film, song, etc. which tries to persuade
people to buy a product or service

apply /a'plai/ v (for) [I] to request something,
usually officially, especially by writing or
sending in a form

benefit /'ben.ifit/ = [C or Ul a helpful or good
effect

bonus /'bav.nas/ n [C] an extra amount of money
that is given as a present or reward

boring /'bo:.rim/ adj not interesting

candidate /'kaen.di.dat/ n [C] a person who is
competing to get a job

career /ka'riar/ n[Cl a job or series of related jobs

challenging /'tfeel.in.dzim/ adj difficult

colleague /'koli:g/ n [C} a person who works
with you

comfortable /'kamp.fa.ta.bl/ adj not worried about
something

commission /ka'mifn/ n [C] a request to do a
special piece of work

earn money /,3:n 'man.i/ exp to receive money as

32

payment for work

fixed /fikst/ adj arranged or decided already and
not able to be changed

flexible /'flek.s1.bl/ adj able to change or be
changed easily according to the situation

get on phr v to have a good relationship

highly-paid / hali'peid / adj being given much
money for something

hire /'hater/ v [T] (UK) (US rent) to pay to use
something for a short period

ideal /ar'dial/ adj without fault; perfect

in charge (of) exp having control of or being
responsible for someone or something

interviewee /mn.ta.vju'i:/ n [C] the person who
answers the questions during an interview

interviewer /'m.ta.vjusar/ n [C] the person who
asks the questions during an interview

job security /'dzvb st kjva.riti/ n [U] the state of
having a job which is likely to be permanent

jobtitle / dzob tartl/ n{C] a name that describes
a job

letter of recommendation /'let.ar av rek.o.

men'derfn/ n a letter to recommend someone
for a job or for a particular purpose
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Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements about jobs.

L.

10.

I work/multinational company/I’m responsible/marketing

a typical day/includes/ meeting with clients, designing advertisements, and talking with

consumers

I really/dislike my job/I plan to work / only as long as it takes until I find another job

my work is usually/very stressful/ every night/ really exhausted

[ feel most satisfied /I can find new ways to help our company become more efficient

I think that I make a good secretary/I am helpful and organised

I work/my uncle’s company/I'm responsible/selling computers

a typical day/includes/ ordering supplies and helping customers with problems

I really/love my job/I plan to work there for a long time

I think that I make a good kindergarten teacher/I really love children

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

34

A:

G O - =

If you don’t mind, I have a few questions to ask you about your job.
No problem. Go ahead.

Well, first of all, what kind of job do you do?

I'ma

Where do you work?

How long have you worked there?

I’ve been working at for
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A: Could you tell me what your main responsibilities are?

B: Sure. I'm primarily responsible for

A: Wow! That’s interesting. I didn’t know that was what your job was all about. Can you tell
me what a typical day is like?

B: A typical day usually begins with

A: Would you say that your job is rewarding?
B: Actually,

A: If you could change one thing about your job, what would it be?
B: That’s a tough question. I suppose I would change

A: How long do you think you’ll continue to work in this job?

B: Probably for another

A: What are your work hours like? How long is your work day? How many days do you work

each week?

A: It sounds like a demanding job. How did you find it? I mean, did you get your job through

a newspaper advertisement, or what?

A: Oh, I see. Say, if you were to give advice to someone who is just starting out in this field,

what would you say?
B: Well, I would definitely tell them to

A: Thanks so much for answering all my questions! I really appreciate it!

B: You're very welcome.

www.nhantriviet.com 35

Instagram and Telegram: @PDFEnglish



Basic IELTS Speaking

3. Complete the table below by comparing your present job with your ideal job.

Main responsibilities

What is your job like?
What are you responsible for in your job?

Work hours

What hours do you work?
How many hours do you work each day/week?

Positive aspects

Describe one positive aspect about your job.
What is one thing you enjoy about your job?

Negative aspects

Tell me one negative part of your job.
What is something you dislike about your job?

How to find the job

How did you find your job?
How did you get your job?

Reason for choosing the job
Why did/will you choose this job?

Typical day

Describe a typical day.
What is a typical day like in your job?

4. Role-play: A job interview
A: Prospective employee/job candidate/applicant

You have been referred to a very good nationally-recognised company by your friend. You
have heard many good things about the company, but you don’t know any details about the
actual job itself. Make sure you ask questions to find out more about the following areas:

» main responsibilities
« work hours

o salary and benefits

e holidays

B: Employer
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Choose one of the jobs below without telling your partner.

secretary

manager

journalist
photographer

factory worker

tour guide

accountant

computer programmer
teacher

Prepare a list of questions to find out detailed information about the candidate in the fol-
lowing areas:

» present job

« reason for leaving current job
» previous work experience

» education background

o salary expectations

» interests and hobbies

. health

5. Discussion: Look at the following items and choose the three most important and the three
least important characteristics for you. After ranking them on your own, discuss your choices
with your partner.

a good boss

a well-known company
being responsible
comfortable working conditions
cooperative colleagues
flexible hours

fringe benefits

good pay

interesting work

job security

making decisions
opportunities to advance
opportunities to travel
regular routine

solving problems
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